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or almost 40 years rumors have told ofa crashed
flying saucer on the remote island ofSpitsbergen.
As the story goes, the wreckage was discovered
by jet pilots and later transponed to Narvik,

Norway, where an investigation determined it was com-
posed of unknown metallic alloys and was of extratenestrial
origin.

But what really happened-if anything happened at all
----on Spitsbergen in or around June 1952? In this article we
will document the story's evolution over the years, with all
the sunounding rumors, elaborations, and misunderstand-
ings. The article is a summary ofa 38-page special issue of
UFO, the periodical of UFO-Norway, devoted entircly to
the Spitsbergen legend.

Some of you are no doubt familiar with the basic
elements of the story, but let us start nonetheless at the
beginning, with the original source. We believe rhe first
mention ofa saucercrash on Spitsbergen probably appeared
in an article in a German newspaper, Saorbr cker Zeitung
on June 28, 1952. The piece was entitled "Auf Spitzbergen
landete Fliegende Untertasse." An English translation fol-
lows:

FLYING SAUCER LANDED ON SPITSBERGEN

The puzzle finally solved? "Silvery disc with dom€ ofplexiglass
and 46jets on the rim." Soviet origin?

Narvik, mid-June.
Norwegian jet planes had just started this year's summcr

maneuvers over Spitsbergen. A squadron of six planes were
approaching, at maximum speed, the Nordaustlandct, where units
of the supposed opponent had bcen reponed. The jets had just
crossed over the Hinlopen Straits when cracklinS and rustling
noises could be heard on all earphones and radio receivcrs. Radio
contact among the jets was no longer possible; all means of
communication between the jets seemed to be out of order. The
radarreading, which had becn showing "white" since fromNarvik,
was now on "red." This indicated an alcrt, the approach of a
metallic alien objectequipped with a radio dircction finder thathad
a different flequency from that of the fighters.

Nevertheless, the highly cxperienced pilots were able to
communicate with each other by means ofcircling and diving, so
that each of them was aware oftheir common situalion, each one
searching the horizon with the utmost attcntion. The six fightcrs
circled for some time not finding anything that was out of the
ordinary.

By chance, Air Capt. Olaf La.scn happened to look down.
Immediately he started io dive, followed by his squadron. On thc
white snowy landscape, the crusty surface of which had an icy
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Svalbard is a group ofislands, six of them ofsubstantial
size. The group lies between 76'and 81" N., about 930
km nonhofTroms6. The islands, which havebelonged
to Norway since 1920, cover an area of about 62,000
km' and are mostly covered by ice and snow. They are
treeless but do contain 125 species of extra tough arctic
growths. The highest mountain is Mt. Newton, rising to
1700 meters.

The Hinlopen Straits, the site of the alleged crash,
separate the is lands of  Vest Spi tsbergen and
Nordaustlandet. The straits, in a north-northwest con-
figuration between 79 and 80" N., are 120 km long and
l0 km broad at their narrowest poinl.

The current populalion of the islands is 3500, some
2000 greater than it was in the 1950s. Norway and the
Soviet Union have an agreement on coal mining on
these islands. Most people living here work in the
mines. In recent years tourist traffic has increased
noticeably, owing to the islands' natural beauty.

glitter, there was a metallic, glittering circular disc ofbetween 40
and50 meters diameter, which was even brightet than the icy snow.
Between some wires and a tangle of supponing struts in the middle,
the remains of an apparently partly desiroyed cockpit protruded.
Whilecircling for 60 minutes, thejctpilots could neitherdetect any
sign oflife nordetermine the origin ortype ofthe vehicle. Finally,
they aook course for Narvik in order to repon their strange lindings.

Just a few hours later, five big flying boats, equipped with
landing skis, took off for the place ofdiscovery. They landed safely
next to the bluish steel disc, which was sitting in a bed ofsnow and
ice of more than one meter's depth.

"Undoublcdly one of the infamous flying saucers," claimcd
Dr. Norsel, a Norwegian rocket specialist, who had insisted on
joining the flight. He also established the reason why all means of
communication ofthe fighter planes had broken down on entering
the zone of the landing spot, and why the radar equipment had
signaled alarm: a radiodirection finderequippcd with aplutonium
core was undamaged and transmitting on all wavelengths at a
frequency of934 Hertz, which is not known by any country.

A precise inspection ofthe remote-controlled flying disc that
landed on the Nordausdandet of Spitsbergen due to interference
problems, led to the following indisputable information:

l. The flying object, which has adiameterof48.88 meters and
slanting sides, is round and was unmanned.

2. Thc circular steel objcct, made out of an unknown metal
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compound, resembles a
silver disc. After igni-
tion, 46 automatic jets,

located at equal dis-
tances on the outerring,
rotate the disc around a
plexiglassed center ball
that contains measuring
and control devices for
remote coDtrol.

3. The measuring
instruments (gauges)
have Russian symbols.

4. The action ra-
diusofthedisc seems to
be more than 30,000 km,
and lhe altitude over I 60
krn.

5. The flying ob-
ject, which resembles
one of the legendary
"flying saucers," has
sufficient room ior high
explosive bombs, pos-
sibly nuclear bombs.

The Norwegian
specialists assumed that
the disc had started from
the Soviet Union and
had gone down over
Spitzbergen due to a
mistake in transmitting
or receiving, being in-
capacitated because of
tbe hard landing. The
strange, rcmote-con-
trolled, unmanned jet
plane will be brought to Narvik on board a ship for further
investigation. After hearing of the description of the disc, the
German V-weapon designerRicdel stated: '"That's a typical V-7 on
whose serial production I have worked myself."-J.M.M.

The author of the Zeilung anicle, J.M.M., has proven
untmceable. Newspaper archives have no useful informa-
tion on the matter. The very same article was also published
by another newspaper, Berliner Volksblerr, on July 9, 1952.
In early August 1952 the story got anotber mention in the
German periodical Der Flieger,\\apieceby a Dr. Waldemar
B eck. This mention probably spread the stary to a far greater
audience, even canied by the AFPnews service into the CIA
archives. Later authors often refer to the Der Flieper yet

sion.

thedisc itself: AirCapt. OlafLarsen and Dr. Norsel. This we
must keep in mind as we proceed with our investigation.

A few books published in 1953 and 1954 briefly men-
tioned the Spitsbergen story. I refer specifically toDonaldE.
Keyhoe's Flying Saucers from Outer Spqce, Harold T.
Wilkins' FJyizg Saucers onthe Moon(published inAmerica
as Flying Saucers on the Attctck), and Jimmy Guieu's lzs
soucoupes volantes viennent d'un autre monde (anEnglish
translation appeared in 1956 as Flying Saucers Come from
Another Worl . Additional information comes then to our
attention through yet another German newspaper, Ilessiscie
Nachrichten, which published this account on July 26,
1954:

"FLYING SAUCERS" ARE NO FABLE

Several points in the Zeitung article are of particular Norwegian military report of "unknown flying object" on
interest. They include the speculation about possible Soviet Spitsbergen.
origin as well as the mention of the names of two persons Only now a board of inquiry of the Norwegian General Staff
presumably involved in the discovery and investigation of is prcparing the publication ofa repod on the examinations ofthe
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